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PREFACE

The birch bark manuseript of the Prithuiriyavyaya,
the critical edition of which 1s offered to the public,
was discovered by Dr G Buhler 1n 1876 duning his
tour m search of Sanskrit Mss 1n Kashmir He
deposited his find i the Deccan College, Poons,
where the Ms +was numbered as 150 of 1875 1876
collection In the course of his aetailed report on
the tour, published next year, he thus described the

“Tt 15 a great pity that the old Ms. 1s mutilated,
and 1 such a condition as to make the wark of
reading 1t very difficult The beginning 1s wanting
The leaves which contain cantos I—X have been
broken in the middle by the friction of the thick
string used for sewing the volume Turther, the
Iower portions of & considerable number of leaves have
been lost, and as the lower left hand side of the
margin, on which stood the figures npumbering the
leaves, has also been broken off, 1t 15 impossible to
determine the connection of the upper and the lower
halves by any other means than by the sense "*

Though the Ms was discovered more than half a
century ago no new Ms has been discovered since
then to help us in reconstructing the whole work
What 13 all the more regrettable 1s the fact that the
present Ms  breaks off abruptly towards the close of
the twelfth canto In the absence of any other copy
of the Ms 1t 1s mmpossible to say how many eantos
the complete work contaned As 1l fortune would
have 1t, the present Ms brings us only to the corona-
ton of Prhvireys wad we wte wven 1ol m the dark
about the great victory, which the poet mtended to
simng here

The defective and incomplete condition of the Ma
prevents us from knowing definitely from the work
1tself about 1ts author. But a guess may be hazarded

(1) Detavled Jeport of o ifour tn_tcarch of Sanshnt 4I5S, made i
Kashmer, agputana and Central Ind ¢ by Dr G Bubler {p €3)
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that the poes Jayansks, who 13 mentioned commg to
the court of Prithvirajs from Lashmir 1n canto XII,
vetses 63 and 68, was in all probabil ty 1ts author
Dr Buhler says, * The author was certamly a contem-
porary of Prithvirajr and one of his court poets
He probably was a hashmui and was a thoroughly
good Kavi and Pandit ' This belief s further
strengthened by the fact that not a smgle copy of the
Ms 1s found 1n the whole of Rajputans and Jonaraja,
the commentator of the work, also hails fiom
Kashmir

Tt 13 reasonable to suppose that the worh must
have been wrnitten to celebrate the great wvictory
of PrithviraJa over Shahab ud din Ghor: 1n 1181 A D
immediately after the event But his defeat and
assassination n 1193 AD  probably drove the poet
back to his home in Kashmir, hence the absence of
any Ms of 1t 1n Rajputana

The poem seems to have been written durmng the
Hife time of Prithviraja as the author himself states
that he was honoured and rnduced to write the
poem by the King (Prithvira)a) the son of Somesvara 2
The date of the work can be fixed independently as well
Seven verses of the Prithvirgjaviyaya can be triced m
the Alankaravimarskini, a commentary by Rajansha
Jayaratha oun the Alankarasarvasia of Rajannka
Ruyyaka®and 1n one place he distinetly states that 1t 1s
quoted from the Prithverqjaviyaya ¢ In the same way

(I Froceed ngs of the Ama ic Somety & Dengal April and Blay
1876 p 94

(2) Cantol verses 31—35

(3) Verses 50 75 91 173 177 178 and 181 of canto ¥ of tha prosent
edition are quoted in the rasarvarea with the v
of dayaratha, p ©4,73 82 173 160aud 151 rospectavely (RAvyamils
editin 1693°A D)
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twelve verses? can be traced in the Alankarodaharana of
the sameauthor Jayaratha describes himself asthe great-
great-grandson?® of a brother of Sivaratha, a mmister
of King Uchchala of Kashmir (1101-1111 A. D)®

This would bring Jayaratha himself to about 1200 A D.
Now 1t 1s reasonable to suppose that 1f verses from
the work of a writer are found quoted 1n the works of
another writer, even 1if the two be contemporary, some
years must elapse m order to make the former’s work
known to the latter Thus ata very conservative
estimate we may put the date of the composition
between the years 1191 and 1193 A D

The commentary of the poem, here offered, 18 by
Jonaraja, the son of Nonaraja and grandson of
Lolaraja, a famous author who wrote the second Raje-
tarongime, and commented on the Kira@t@runiya and
the Srikanthacharita of Mankha His commentary on
the Kwrataryuniya 1s dated 1449 A D, and the present
commentary on the Prithvir@avyaya must have been
written, according to Dr Bubler, between 1450 and
1475 A D 1t seems that m  Jonarajn's time,
the Prithvirggavyyays must have been a popular work
among the scholwrs as this commentator discusses
varous readmgs of the text As the text and the
commentary are presented in the same Ms, portions
of the commentary have also been lost on account of
the defective condition of the Ms  The commentary,
however, has been helpful m restoring the missing
text in certain places

The ewrly history of the Chauhamas, given by
Colonel Tod 1n his dnnals and dntiquities of
Rnjasthan according to the birdic chromcles and the
Prithviraja Raso of Chandy, 19 entirely unreliable
But the work under notice 1s quite relble for the
history of medieval Inlia and particularly  of the

M I 4 VIR I M3 13 Vg

AIL4 and 11 of the presest edstion L 8L aT I s
{?) Buhlers Report appendix I

pp clhichiv
3) Il:tr:du:si‘::: P‘Alsghmmch of the Rings of Kashmir Vol I




4

Chauhanas of Rajputana Dr Buhler says, “Tis
(author’s) account ot the Chauhanas contradicts Chanda’s
1n every particular and agrees with that of the mnserip-
tions of V 8 1030 and 1296 Prthviraga’s pedigree
1s exactly that given 1 these documents, and various
synchronistic facts mentioned 1n the Vyaya also agree
with what e Lnow from other sources, eg the
Malwa and the Gujrat mscriptions "t Thus evidently
n other respects as well the work 1s worthy of
credence

An article by my friend, Diwan Bahadur Har
Bilas Sards, who secured for me an exael copy of
the Ms from the library of the Deccan College, Poon,
on which the present edition 1s based, gives a summary
of the contents of this work m the Jowrnal of the
Royal Asiatie Socrety i

We find here a rehable genealogy and @ short
account of Prithwiraj’s ancestors beginning with
Vasudeva Its value for the hstory of the period
from the mddle of the eighth century A D to the
end of the twelfth century A D 1s thus very great

On nccount of 1ts great importance, 1t was felt
that o critical edition of the present text—defective
and incomplete though the Ms 15—was mghly desirable
for the students of the hustory of Rajputans As sud
above, an attempt 18 here made to restore the text,
swherever possible, with the help of the commentary
Restored portions have been printed m rectangular
brackets or 1 the foot notes Amendations of
the text and the commentary have also been attempted,
wherever possible, 10 the notes

It 1s hoped that students of the history of Inda,
particularly that of Rajputana, would find this work
useful 1n their studies and welcome 1ts appearance

Apmer,
October 10, 1940 Gaurishanhar H Ogha

(1) Droceelngs of the Anat ¢ Secisty of Densal Apziland May,
n
@ Apri 1913 pe 249281
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